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Abstract

Probiotics are derived from traditional fermented foods, from beneficial commensals
or from the environment. They act through diverse mechanisms affecting the
composition or function of the commensal microbiota and by altering host epithelial
and immunological responses. Certain probiotic interventions have shown promise
in selected clinical conditions where aberrant microbiota have been reported, such
as atopic dermatitis, necrotising enterocolitis, pouchitis and possibly irritable bowel
syndrome. However, no studies have been conducted that can causally link clinical
improvements to probiotic-induced microbiota changes. Whether a disease-prone
microbiota pattern can be remodelled to a more robust, resilient and disease-free
state by probiotic administration remains a key unanswered question. Progress in
this area will be facilitated by: optimising strain, dose and product formulations,
including protective commensal species; matching these formulations with
selectively responsive subpopulations; and identifying ways to manipulate diet to
modify bacterial profiles and metabolism.
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genetically modified foods in the European Union”. International Political
Science Review, Vol. 33 n°® 3 (2012) 301-3109.

Abstract

This article examines the factors that condition citizens’ attitudes toward genetically
modified (GM) foods by considering individual-level attitudes in 15 European Union
member states. Previous research has shown that European attitudes toward GM
foods are influenced by overall levels of scientific literacy, consumer exposure to
media coverage, and broader socio-political preferences. This article seeks to
expand on this literature by testing some of these explanations in a multivariate
analysis. To test our propositions, we develop and estimate a logistic regression
model using data derived from Eurobarometer surveys. While the sources of
information that people value and their attitudes toward EU policy in related areas
explain to some extent support for GM foods, our strongest finding confirms the
importance of public understanding of science as a basis for support for this
emerging technology.
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Vol. 26 n°® 2 (2013) 112-1109.
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Abstract

Pharmacists in all areas of practice frequently dispense or recommend drugs
without realizing that some commonly used medications have never received
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approval. Most of these medications have
been available for many years and are usually misconceived as generic drugs,
when in fact they never went through the required quality, safety, and efficacy
testing required by FDA. As a result, unapproved drugs can pose serious safety
risks to patients and create uncertainty in the market. FDA established the
“Unapproved Drugs Initiative” to protect public health by decreasing the number
of available unapproved drugs with minimal disruptions to the market.
Unapproved drugs remain in the market for various historical reasons. It is
important for health care providers, particularly pharmacists, to be
knowledgeable about unapproved products and consider switching patients to
FDA-approved alternatives if possible when selecting drug therapy. Several
resources are available on the FDA Website to determine approval status.
Although FDA is working to remove unapproved drugs from the market, there
will be circumstances when the use of unapproved drugs is medically necessary
and appropriate. In these cases, pharmacists can monitor for and report adverse
events and stay informed regarding any changes in approval status.
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Abstract

The use of food labelling to convey information about product and process quality
and for product differentiation purposes has multiplied. In order to judge the
relevance attributed by consumers to such information, valid measurement methods
are needed. Such methods are also needed to reveal the probabilistic nature of
preference data, so that heterogeneity can be explicitly accounted for. A survey
among Swedish residents (n=506) compared attribute importance rankings for
labelling of beef from two formats of Best-Worst Scaling (BWS) with those from
standard direct ranking (DR). A choice probability R-index measure was modelled to
make the methodological comparison consistent. While earlier studies on labelling of
beef were confirmed, BWS and DR did not concur when directly compared, even
when using the R-index. BWS improved individual choice predictions compared with
DR, and generated a more consistent dominance ordering of attribute importance.
These findings suggest that methods used to elicit importance weights or preference
ranking may violate transitivity and dominance requirements.

Highlights

» Consumer attribute importance rankings for labelling of beef were studied. »
Best-Worst Scaling (BWS) was compared with direct ranking (DR). » A choice
probability R-index measure made the methodological comparison consistent. »
Violations of dominance were found for methods used to elicit attribute importance.

Keywords: food quality, food labelling, standard ranking, best-worst scaling,
Hierarchical Bayesian estimation, R-index
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